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advancing through the fields and along the beach.
As they came into view, sturdily breasting their way
through the shallow water and meeting all obstacles
with enthusiastic cheering, the flag-ship signalled to
cease firing, and shortly afterward, followed by the
Raleigh and Petrel, steamed to the northward to as-
sume a position off the town. With the Callao, under
Lieutenant Tappan, and the little Barcelo^ in charge
of Naval Cadet White, keeping ahead of them and
sweeping the beach and Spanish trenches with their
machine guns, the troops gallantly rushed to the
assault and soon were seen swarming over the para-
pet of Fort San Antonio. At 10.35 the Spanish colors
disappeared from the fort and our own were hoisted.

In the meantime the other vessels of the squadron
had awaited developments in their position command-
ing the heavy batteries of the city itself. Few on
board, and, indeed, few of the junior officers of the
army, had any inkling of an agreement with the
Spaniards, so that all were firmly convinced that they
were going into action. But my captains were di-
rected not to fire unless fired upon, and not one of
the enemy's thirty-nine heavy guns having the range
of our ships was discharged.

As the Olympia and her consorts approached the
other vessels the flag-ship was flying the international
signal "D. W. H. B." for "Surrender"; but, although
sharp eyes on the bridge of the flag-ship scrutinized
the forts for a sign of the return signal, the back-
ground was so indefinite that for a time nothing wasations would allow.
